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Unfortunately | missed our last meeting; | put my back out that morning (for the
second time in a week) but was lucky to get into see the chiropractor, so was
on the mend quickly.

All memberships are due in July and you cannot vote in the AGM unless you
are financial. Also think about joining the committee, as all positions become
vacant.

Bring along your spare change for the July meeting as we will be having our
book sale to clear room in the library.

Look forward to seeing you all at the July meeting and seeing the nominations
for the various positions coming. At this stage | will not be running for
President again, so we will need to look for someone to take up the challenge.

See you then,

TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

Kristina Jaskiewics, Raema Annear

g and Jenny Porter
r | have joined since
our last newsletter,
= so welcome to the
three of you!
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RECENT MAIL-OUT

In a moment of pure energy, | sent
out a few things through the mail,
rather than e-mail so that you'd

have things in your hand, rather a Ze Ee [Z-e
than having to print them off... You : e, [
should have received a member- ew e S

ship renewal form, a nomination www.JezebelleJewels.com.a
form for the Committee and an en- 3 Designer Jeweller
try form for our annual competition. S S

If you are missing any of these, let
me know! Further in the newsletter
you will find more about all three % P O.Box 150
things.... - so : 9306 4333 % Wangara, 694
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Jewellery Parties & Beading Workshop
4 Large range of Swarovski Crystal




OUR NEXT MEETINGS THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Our July 4th meeting will be a bit different; we| | This will be our August 1st meeting when we
have several donated magazines that have dupli- | |elect a new committee and vote on any impor-
cates in the Library and so we’re going to sell them | |tant matters.

at a remarkably reasonable price. And now’s the
time to go through YOUR magazines and bead
books... if there are any there you'd like to donate
either to the Library or, if we already have them, to

sell for a dollar or so to make some cash for the
Guild, please don't hesitate! Please make every effort to attend as we have to

pass the changes to the constitution that were
proposed at the last AGM: they were not re-
ceived by the Department of
Consumer and Employ-
ment Protection in time for
them to be changed and

If you have agenda items for either the AGM or
the ordinary meeting which follows, please send
them to di.morgan@ntlworld.com prior to the
meeting.

Also if you want to get rid of those beads taking up
space in your stash (and that you have NO idea
why you bought them in the first place) here’s your
chance: bring them along for a swap meet or re-
sale or whatever. At any rate, bring along a bit of
extra cash, as temptation may get the better of therefore need to be re-
you! There will be plastic bags and labels for you to presented to this year's
use if you wish. AGM.

August 1st is our AGM
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There are 5 different types of pearls:

Natural Pearls (very rare, no longer economically viable): those that are seen in jewellery are usually very
valuable because of the antique value and the fact that they can no longer be harvested..

Cultured Pearls: grown by the introduction of a Mississippi Mussel shell nucleus into 2-year old Pinctada
Maxima (silver-lipped pearl oysters) and a piece of “mantle” grafted into the oyster. The oysters are 4 years old
when the pearls are harvested. About 50% are able to be re-seeded a second time and 20-30% a third time. It is
very rare to be able to re-seed for a fourth time.

Mabe (Blister) pearls : these are formed from the Mabe oyster, Pteria Penguin. It is a worked blister pearl: the
blister is drilled out of the oyster and the “half-pearl” is backed with Mother of Pearl..

Keshi pearls : these are solid pearl: 100% nacre with no nucleus introduced. An accidental
formation in an oyster, which has an incredible lustre and is very light in weight. These are usu-
ally very expensive!

Freshwater pearls: these are mostly produced in Asia from a freshwater mussel with often as
many as 50 nuclei introduced at one time. They generally grow for only 6 months before
harvesting. The colours come from chemical treatment and dyes, not from the oyster colours/
species as do the colours of other pearls.




At our last meeting, Lexie was talking about the wa y to finish off a bracelet. She had made various
bracelets but was having trouble fitting clasps to them. As it happened, | came across this article in Bead-
ing Daily**

Jean Campbell was asked how to finish off flat peyo  te:

“Handmade finishings are wonderful, but there are times when a commercial finding is just the thing, too. Here

are 4 of the most common ways to finish flat peyote-stitched bracelets with store-bought findings:

1. Foldover crimp end

This little metal finding, also called a “basketweave crimp” is shaped like a square taco. It's

usually used for finishing off a ribbon or leather end, but it can also be used for finishing pe-

yote stitch. Just dab a little clear jeweler’'s adhesive inside the fold, place the beadwork inside

the finding, then use flat-nose pliers to very gently close the finding over the beadwork. (Don't

squeeze too hard or you'll break beads!) Once the glue is dry, just attach your clasp to the
loop at the end.
2. Magnetic clasps
Magnetic clasps work especially nicely for finishing peyote-stitched
bracelets because the magnets allow you to just slap and wrap—no need to fuss with a
clasp catch or hook. And, because they’re small, you can add more than one to the end
and the closure still works. Use strong thread (like FireLine) to stitch these clasps directly
to the beadwork. (I quickly stitched these to my little sample to show you where to position
them, but if | were going to do this for real | would repeat my thread path as many time as
the beads would handle for strength.) Note: If you wear a pacemaker, don't use these
clasps or magnetic anything!

3. Multistrand findings

A third way to finish would be to stitch a connector or clasp to the end of the beadwork that's

about the same width as the beadwork. Here I've added a 3-to-1 connector, but a 3-loop

clasp would work equally as well. Again, you'll want to stitch your beadwork so it's very

strong, and perhaps even consider adding small segments of French wire to your thread at

those points so you have a metal-to-metal connection rather than a metal-to-thread one.

4. Buttons

Placing a pretty button at one end of your beadwork and stitching a loop at the other end is

a great way to turn a strip of peyote stitch into a unique piece of jewelry. “

If you have any clever ideas (or simply things that work well!!) for finishing bracelets, or any inter esting
clasps etc, please bring them along to the July mee  ting and we can have a chat about them. | know that
Lexie's not the only one with this problem: | often find I've made a very nice piece and then the
clasp/finishing doesn’t match up to it.

** www.beadingdaily.com a great source of beading info, gallery, shop etc
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SHOW TIME!

It'll soon be time for people to put in their entry
forms for the Royal Show. | know a few of our
members enter such competitions and it's great
to hear of their wins.

The sections | found most suited to our Guild in
the Perth Royal Show are

Class 83: any beaded article
Class 93: any article of jewellery
Class 93: jewellery set

Class 217: wearable art

There may be others, that | don’t know about:
please let me know!

Closing date for entry forms is 31st July and
items must be delivered on 15/16 September.

Good luck to anyone entering!

I have details for the Wanneroo Show (in Novem-
ber) and if anyone can point me in the direction of
any other shows’ information, I'll be happy to give
them space as well.

HANDY HINT

To straighten out those bendy head and eye pins,
without scratching the metal (and if you don't have
plastic-covered pliers) try using a good old wooden
clothes peg. It works immediate magic!

Thanks to Vanessa MacKenzie at Ms Bow Dangles in
Midland.

BOOK, GLORIOUS BOOK!

This book is good enough to eat! Heaps of
inspiration and just plain drooling over the
wonderful objects the editor (Terry Krautwurst)
has selected for our delectation. It's available
here from various bookshops and is part of a
series of “500” and “1000” all sorts of artistic
things!

It has several works by Laura McCabe, a well-
known American artist whose visit in November
coincides with the Bead Society of Victoria's
annual exhibition. For more information, see
www.beadsociety.com.au. | feel a trip to Mel-
bourne coming on!

OUR BEAD GUILD FORUM is up and running
again: Karen Galea is the administrator and
Leslie has already posted some very useful tips!
Go to our website and check it out!

ANNUAL COMPETITION, DISPLAY
AND SALE OF WORK

As mentioned previously, you will have
received an entry form for the annual
competition. However, we also put on a
good display of the variety of work that
members are involved in.

Please keep this in mind, so that even if
you don’t wish to enter the competition,
you may wish to show some of your work
and/or put it up for sale. Further informa-
tion regarding the display etc will be
available closer to the time.










