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October has been frantically busy for me this year.  I have been trying to finish off 
competition pieces, attack the weeds before it gets too hot to be fun anymore, 
sort out the rubbish for the bulk verge clean-up collection, and get back to organ-
ising my work-space more efficiently. Oh yes, and do my tax.  Next year I swear I 
will be better organised! 
 
My stress levels are definitely way too high, so a few days at the Dunsborough 
Hilton (aka Merilyn’s brother’s place) is just what I feel I need. Time becomes 
very fluid. Not in the sense that we all drink a lot, rather that our “schedule” is 
flexible to the extreme. Somehow we even find lots of time to bead. Being in a 
lovely location, and enjoying all the area has to offer (including Simmo’s ice 
cream) is certainly conducive to assisting the creativity to emerge. 
 
You would have gathered from the above that I am going into wind-down mode 
earlier than usual this year. The past 12 months have been eventful to say the 
least so some R and R is urgently needed. Not that I plan to let life and beading 
pass me by – rather that I will streamline day to day activities allowing me more 
time to follow my passion. I definitely work better in an oasis of calm.  
 
For our November meeting we would like you to bring along your competition 
pieces so that other members can view them close up, and perhaps you will 
choose to tell us how the piece came into being. If you didn’t enter the comp. 
shame on you! Seriously though, I’m sure you can still bring something along for 
a Show and Tell. 
 
It is also worth reminding you now about our December meeting. Besides being 
our Christmas party, the winners of the Guild’s competition will be announced 
and we are again having a Swap Meet. Any craft items can be sold, not just 
beads so start turning out your cupboards now. 
 
Di Morgan is home again, after 3 months in the U.K.  Unfortunately she came 
home with serious back pains which were most likely the result of lugging suit-
cases stuffed with beads.  Get well soon Di! 
 
See you all at the November meeting, 
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 THE NEW CHALLENGE 
 

The Next Challenge is to decorate a little bear.  
So...Bring along $7 as this will pay for a Belvedere Bear              
(from Free the Bears Fund)....  And that’s the main part of the 
Challenge, remembering the money! 
I’ll buy them and bring them to the meeting.  
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NEXT MEETING: Your chance to contribute! 
Please bring along your competition pieces and show 
and tell their evolution from concept to final piece. We 
won’t make you talk, but it is very interesting to hear how 
others develop their ideas, so we do hope you will. 
We will also launch the next challenge (a mini one as 
the bears are very small) for judging at the Christmas 
meeting on December 3rd. Oh, and awarding the $50 
prize, of course… And a 2-minute survey! 
Merilyn will give final details of the trip to Dunsborough. 

So, come along at 12 noon with some lunch and a 
chat, ready for the meeting at 1pm.  

November 5th at the Uniting Church Hall in Dianella .   
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At the committee meeting on October 27th we planned  the    
following activities: 
 
November: Members to bring their entries for a “Competition Show 
and Tell”.  
A 2-minute survey to be held to gauge members’ requests. Launch 
of the “Bear Challenge”.   
***Workshop: Dunsborough Beading Retreat 10th –15th November.  
  

December: Competition winners to be announced. Christmas party. ”Crafty stuff” swap meet.  
Magazine and book sale.  Bear Challenge to be judged: don’t forget the prize is $50! Note: no 
meeting fee at this meeting. 
 
February: “Arrow Chain” demonstration. Members may bring along suitable beads to start their 
own chain. 
 
March:  “Autumn” challenge to be judged. Di to talk about the classes she attended in the UK.  
*** Workshop : Crystal bracelet with Amanda and Leslie: $20 kits. Date to be advised. 
 
April: Session on things that have won prizes at various shows. 
 
May:  Talk on the Colour Wheel: Jackie.     
***Workshop : Random RAW collar with Merilyn. BYO beads. Date TBA. 
 
June:  Judging of “Winter” Challenge and a show and tell of all entries. 
 
July:  Demonstration of Geometric squares: Di.    
*** Workshop:  Chain Maille: Leslie. Date TBA. 
 
The workshops will be organised as above, but as with all the other activities, nothing is set in 
concrete and we welcome additional ideas which may either substitute for listed activities or be 
additional to them. We are hoping that the survey in November may spark further ideas.  
In December we will also announce the 4 remaining challenges for the year . If we do not have 
many entries for the first one, it will indicate that people have lost interest in the challenges and 
we’ll cancel the rest for the year and maybe focus energy elsewhere. 
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THE COLOUR ORANGE, OR PERHAPS YELLOW…  
Whenever I’ve asked people about their least favourite colour, way on 
top is the colour orange. Not far behind is yellow. So sad! I love both 
these colours, in fact I’m hard pressed to find a    colour that I actually 
dislike. Puce, maybe..? 
In a recent Bead Style magazine which focussed on colour there was 
an article on forcing yourself to push the comfort boundaries. The 
writer, Leslie Rogalski, is not exactly an orange-hater, but rarely finds 
herself using that colour and had made a really striking orange and 
black necklace to illustrate what you can do even if the colour-spirit isn’t 
too willing. Leslie also came up with a list of ways to break the colour 
barrier. One of the best points she makes is to try using many tones 
and shades of the same colour to see the effect that can be made. That and mixing many differ-
ent bead finishes can be ways to stretch your thinking and make different things from your usual 
pieces. 
Later in our Guild year, Jackie will give a talk on the colour wheel: another way to expand your 
repertoire! 
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THE POWER OF ADVERTISING 
Actually that should read: The Hidden value of Advertising…  
My rather desperate plea to members asking for newsletter items fielded a terrific response from 
Mary Day, thanks, Mary! See elsewhere for her suggestion.. 
It also nudged me to follow up on something we all see so often in bead magazines: the adver-
tisements which have somewhere in their text “see our website for patterns to use this product” or 
words to that effect. 
So I went ad-website hunting and found heaps of excellent ideas for using all manner of beads 
and findings. In future, don’t just look at bead magazines for ideas, check out some of the web-
sites within the advertisements and you will find untold treasures! 
 www.wigjig.com   www.FusionBeads.com www.PrimaBead.com  and so on 

������ ��  



From Mary Day 
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This website is full of ideas! It has heaps of How-
to videos and ideas for using new products etc. 
Thanks Mary! 

SPONSORS FOR 
THE  

COMPETITION 
Many thanks go to the 
sponsors of our 2011   

competition: 
 

Richard and Gina Allen 
David Stanton of The 

Bead Company 
Spotlight 

Australian Beading 
 

THINKING LATERALLY 

Designer Minnie Bhupathi opened up a whole lot of 
design possibilities when she cut a looped bangle 
in half and used it as a pendant. With chains and 
dangles and all sorts of combinations, you’ll create 
a mixed-media piece in no time at all! 
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OTHER GOOD WEBSITES 
For general beading tips and information 
it’s easy to subscribe on-line to various 
bead magazine sites: this is not the    
actual magazine subscription, it’s simply 
their daily or weekly info– e-mails. 
Beading Daily has some good info and 
often free patterns, Bead Style, Bead & 
Button and Beadwork all have regular 
newsletters as do many of the well-
known names in beading. 
It costs nothing to look at these and sub-
scribe and it’s just as expensive to un-
subscribe if you feel it’s not your thing. 
Go Google and find out! 


